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Virus nearly kills Fort Myers boy
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A common virus nearly killed a Fort Myers nine-year-old. Now his mother is pleading
parents to immunize their children after her son became deathly ill from the Chicken Pox.

Cancer has forced the nine-year-old in and out of the hospital since he was young.

And his immune system isn't strong enough to fight off simple viruses like the flu, cold and Chicken Pox.

NBC2 has learned that Jack Bell may have come down with the virus from another child who was not
vaccinated for the catchy bumps.

Jack Bell told NBC2 his younger brother is the first one to spot the pox.

"He said hey Jack, you have little spots on your side. And I looked and I thought those are probably mosquito
bites," Jack Bell said.

"I said oh it's probably just bites, I'll take picture," Rachel Bell, Jack's mother said. She then sent the picture off
to a friend who is also a pediatrician, who encouraged her to get Jack into see his doctor as soon as possible.

"They decided that he really needed to be admitted and put on an anti-viral medicine," Rachel Bell said.

That's because when little Jack Bell was two, doctors found a tumor on his liver the size of a watermelon. That
tumor turned out to be cancerous, and the little boy was forced to have a liver transplant. Without it, he only
had a ten percent chance of living.

Now, his immune system is very weak from the cancer-fighting pills he has to take.

"They had told me in Cincinnati, that if he gets chicken pox it will be bad, so don't, you shouldn't get the
chicken pox, don't get the chicken pox," Rachel Bell said.

Jack ended up getting the Chicken pox.

Jack's doctor told his mother that it was most likely from another child who had not been vaccinated. And that
it's very common for parents to be too afraid to vaccinate their children after recent articles say it could be
harmful.

This infuriated Rachel.
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"I was getting mad, I was like we shouldn't be here, this shouldn't be happening," Rachel said.

So, NBC2 spoke with Doctor Brienne Gindele.

She's a family chiropractor in Fort Myers who does not believe in vaccinating young children.

'The risks do not outweigh any benefits as far as I'm concerned, the neurological changes it makes to on
especially an infant," Dr. Gindele explained.

Gindele does believe it is the parents responsibility to make sure their children are immune to certain viruses
though, whether a vaccine is used or not.

"If people choose to immunize then they need to be educated enough to understand that they need to get their
children's immunity checked," Dr. Gindele told NBC2.

But, the Bells believe differently.

"There's so many kids out there that are immune suppressed and without these vaccinations they could get it
really easily," Jack Bell said.

The Bells believe if a simple virus like Chicken Pox can be deadly, then parents should consider vaccines.

"It's a big balancing act of trying to keep him healthy and away from viruses that would cause more trouble."

Chicken Pox will have a long term affect for Jack.

Because his immune system is fighting off the Chicken Pox, it is now trying to fight his liver transplant as well.
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